Pewsanal Letter from the Executive Divector

Dear Ladies,

Let me cangratulate you for youn interest in Jhe Miss Maine’s Outstanding Jeen
Pageant. This pageant is very deaxr to me because it represents an apportunity for you, the
young ladies of Maine, not enly to win scholarships and prizes but also te experience
aspirations. Cedtainly there is much glamour and fun te be had in the pageant wordd. While
it is great to became a pageant winnex, it is far more impotant to learn fow to be a winner in
life. Je da se requires courage, visk-taking, detevmination and good old hard work —

s you nead the information packet with all the requirements, wles, and demands of
the pageant, you may easily become cveuvfielmed. J have appreachied many ginls while
secnuiting whe self-consciously stated that they were not “leauty queen types,” did not have
the “wight clothes,” were “tec paor”, ex “lacked talent.” J am fere te dispel these feelings of
inadequacies and te inspive you to believe in yowwself. You must learn fow to present the
“best you” and develop confidence in yowrself becawse na one is perfect. Remembien, it is
youwr uniqueness that will make you shine!

Ja belp you undewstand fow you can cvencome same of the major abstacles in
pageant competition, J want to teuch upon certain issues:

school, acquiring spensews from local businesses, ex halding fund-raisens. FHow
alieut a car wash as a fund-waiser? Shop wisely! Miss Maine 2004, Umi Vice,
bought fier talent gown for Miss Maine and Miss (merica at a thuift store for
$9.00!  Ste went on te win $7500 at Miss Maine and $9500 at the Miss
Umetica Pageant! You would be surprised at the number of peeple who are
willing to fielp you if you show seme deteunination and spunk!

o J have ne talent: Yes, you do! Talent is infrenent in all of us! You have te be
ta sing ax dance. Years age, a Miss Umerica contestant demonstrated how to
propedy pack a suitcase for ben talent! Jayne Jayree (without any training )
directed the onchestra at the national pageant and wen both the talent preliminavy
and the title of Miss Umerica!

o J have a disability: Disabilities should not deter you fram the will to cempete
and win. Even Wllent Einstein, ene of the greatest scientists and thinkews of the
wald, had a learning disability. Twe women in the Miss merica system
achieved success despite their handicaps. One was Miss Jowa 2001, Theresa
Uchytil, whe was born without a left hand yet went an te xepresent fier state at the




Miss Umerica Pageant. (By the way, she was alse a natienal baton —twirling
champion!) The other, Feathier Whitestone, Miss Umerica 1995, was
profoundly deaf since infancy but was able to perfoun a ballet dance during the
competition and later became a professional ballevina with the (Wabama Ballet
Campany.

The abiove examples show fiow contestant winners have suunounted many probilems.

JThere can only be ene crowned winner, but for these of you with fape in your heart and the
will and the detexmination to succeed, your dream can become a weality.

BELIEVE IN YOURSELF, AND THE WORLD WILL FOLLOW!
Sincerely,
Uudrey Findlen
Executive Diector
Miss Maine Schalaship Pageant, Inc.

Deb Landry
Miss Maine’s Outstanding Jeen Directar



