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It is hard to believe that six monthshave passed, and I am halfway through my
reign asMissMaine. I have had so many wonderful opportunities andexperiences
already with still so much more to come. The final countdown is onwith the Miss
AmericaPageant beingonly a few weeks away. I have been extremely busy!

With only a couple of finals to go in my fall semester of my senior year at Colby
College, I am also finalizing last minutedetailsandeverythingelse that goes along with
thebig competition. I completed my wardrobewith a fantastic cocktail dress generously
donated by DianeTucker fromModaBella anda great makeover fromMichael at MAC
cosmetics. I am runningevery day, staying in topshape! I have also been perfectingmy
talent piece andhoningmy interview skills. With some great advice fromJanet Ross and
Megan Beals, I have really come a longway in my interview. Robert Towle, of course,
always has me looking fabulous, and I would benowhere without him! Robert and I are
theclassiest diners aroundafter we learned proper etiquette fromAnnNoyes.

Thereality showwasa lot of hard work, but it wassuch a worthwhile experience.
I hopethat youwill tunein onJanuary 4, 2008, to watch theshowpremiere. If youhave
yet to see thecommercials, five or six of thereal contestantsareshown, and I am oneof
them, so Maineis represented which isexciting! Youcan check it out at
www.missmaine.org as well. I am so excited to see all of my Miss America sisters in
January. I really bonded with the girls in LA,
andwe have kept in contact. The week in Las
Vegas is going to beso much more fun!

I have also kept up with my platform,
ÒHabitat for Humanity: BuildingHomes,
BuildingLives.Ó Recently I was able to speak at
thededicationceremony for a Habitat Home in
Lewistonand right beforeChristmas I will be
dedicating thehouse in Yarmouth which I
worked on thissummer. It is amazing to see the
familyÕs faces light upas they are handed the
keys to their new home. The work andpeople
whocome together on these projectsare
extraordinary as well. I am so proud to say that I
have helped Habitat raise thousands of dollars this
year in Maine. Again I was able to visit the
children at the Barbara Bush ChildrenÕs Hospital
recently. This time was to participate in theprince andprincess for aday event. I had so
much fungetting to knowthesechildren and their families. I am looking forward to
beginningmy school tour.

I valueyour continued support during this year and especially during the final
weeks before thepageant!

Tara with Lewiston Mayor Laurent
Gilber t, Sr . at the Lewiston Habitat
for Humanity dedication.
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! " At 10 PM on Fr iday, January 4, 2008,and on the
following three Friday nights, TLC will air Miss
America: Reality Check, a four-part reality series
aboutpreparing for theMissAmericaPageant.

! " On Saturday, January 26, 2008, at 8 PM, the
Miss America Pageant finals will be televised on
TLC.

! " Saturday, Apr il 26, 2008, Miss Maine and Miss
Maine Outstanding Teen Pre-pageant Clinic and
SpringtimeGala

! " Thursday, June 19, 2008, Miss Maine Meet and
Greet at Taste of Maine Restaurant in Woolwich
from 6-8 PM

! " Monday, June 16Ñ Saturday, June 21 is Pageant
Week. A week of events and rehearsals all leading
to thecrowning of MissMaine2008!

! " Saturday, June 21, 2008, Miss Maine Farewell
Brunch from 9 AM to noon at the Taste of Maine
Restaurant in Woolwich.

! " June 20-21, 2008, the Miss Maine and Miss
MaineÕs Outstanding Teen Pageants will be held at
7 PM at the Crooker Theater at Brunswick High
School.
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Are you the next Miss Maine or Miss America?
Would you like to earn scholarship money, while
gaining opportunities for learning or achievement?
Whatever thereason,become a contestant in the2008
Miss Maine or Miss MaineÕs Outstanding Teen
Pageants. Contact Rebecca Witham by email at
beck41@verizon.net or by phone at (207) 590-9706.
Shewill beable to answer your questionsand let you
knowhowto sign-up.
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! " Hannah Rowell, Miss
Teen Maine2007, is
shown hereposing for
photographswith one
of themany honored
veterans,as they
prepare for the
VeteranÕs Day parade
in Portland.

! " MissL ittleMaine
2006,MelanieSaucier , is a featured artist on the
Christmas in MaineCD. Shesings Noel Au Maine
with backgroundvocals by theworld-renowned
Windham Chamber Singers. Proceedsfrom theCD
benefit theMaineCredit UnionCampaign for
EndingHunger in Maine. Shealsoappeared on
WCSH-TV, Portland, in local programming shows
Bill GreenÕs Maineand207.

! " On November 8, 2007,Sharon Pelletier -Ayer ,
MissMaine1995,gave birth to ason,Harrison
Pelletier Ayer. Everyoneis doingwell.

! " Mentor Deb Pronovostrecently received therights
to operate theMrs.MaineAmericaPageant.
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Reach your peak performance by enhancing communication

skil ls and presentation techniques!

Speak with confidence
Leave a lasting impression
Step outsideyourcomfort zone
Accelerate your interview

Megan Beals,MissMaine2005andTraining
Consultant at DaleCarnegieTraining of Maine, is a
graduateof theDaleCarnegiecourseand theHigh
Impact Presentationsprogram. Sheserved as
spokespersonfor theMaineMentoring Partnership
and received national trainingwith Mentor, the
National Mentoring Partnership. Megan continues to
bean in-demandmotivational speaker for avariety of
audiences.

PackagesAvailable
Contact megan.beals@maine.edu

This space
could showcase
your business.

For more information
on advertising

in this newsletter,
contact Audr ey Findlen at
afindlen@maine.rr .com.



CanÕt bein Las Vegas but want Tara to know you
are thinkingof her? Show her Maineis behindher
by sending anotewith yourbest wishes andwords
of support andencouragement. Wesuggest sending
it early in theweek sothat Tara can enjoy it during
her stay. Pleasenote that flowers cannotbe
accepted.

Besure to send yourbest wishes andwordsof
support andencouragement beginningJanuary 17 to

TaraAllain, MissMaine2007
Planet HollywoodResort andCasino

3667S. Las Vegas Blvd.
Las Vegas,NV 89109

Besure to get yoursouvenir competition
magazinefor this yearÕs MissAmericaPageant.
It is a great way to follow theactionandsupport
ourscholarship program. To receivean order
form, contact Audrey Findlen at
afindlen@maine.rr.com. Besure to indicate
ÒMaineÓon theform and thestateorganization
earns$3 for each bookpurchased!
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Deb Landry is theauthorof thebestselling, award-winningchildren's book, Sticks Stones and
Stumped andaCoach-Parenting! certified coach specializing in social
behavioral issues and awareness. Sheis alsothefounder of Crossroads
Youth Center, anon-profit after school organization that empowers youth
and teensthrough theperformingarts andhas appeared in Seventeen
MagazineandWomenÕsDayas a youth activist, authorandparentingcoach.

As a youth activist, Deb feels her work with theMissAmerica
OutstandingTeen Pageant is another step to empower young women to be
thebest they can beby justbeing themselves.ÒTheMissAmericaprogram
offers unlimited opportunities to young women. It is not aboutwinningor
competing. ItÕs an opportunity to exploreself-awarenessandsettinggoals
for ahealthy lifestyle. Oneof thegreatest opportunities is thelifelong
relationshipsthey make with other contestants,mentors andpageant leaders
whileexperiencing thepositivechanges of mind,body andspirit.Ó

On her plansfor 2008,Deb states that, ÒWewould like to focuson
awarenessof theprogram and theopportunities andscholarshipsavailable to
teens.Weplan to market to middleandhigh schools throughoutthestateover
thenext fourmonthsin hopes to increase thenumber of participants.Ó

Deb is excited to bethedirector of this magnificent program and to
coach, assist andguidefuturecontestants to bethebest they can be for

themselves, for their community, and for theState of Maine. More informationaboutthis yearÕs pageant,
pre-pageant clinics and informational guidelines will beposted on theMissMainewebsiteby theendof
January 2008. TheMissMaineOutstandingTeen Program will beheld in conjunctionwith theMiss
MainePageant in June.

For more informationor to sign upas a contestant, contact Deb by phoneat 207-838-2146or by
email at deb@brysontaylor.com.
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