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Pine Tree Princess Holiday Savings

You’ve always thought of her as a Princess. Here is the perfect opportunity to
grant the wish of that special 5 to 13-year-old girl just in time for the holidays!

The Pine Tree Princess Program is designed to give young ladies the
opportunity to be involved with the Miss Maine program in a fun, non-competitive
way. The Pine Tree Princess Program assists young ladies in developing character,
self-confidence and poise. Our
Princesses benefit from meeting positive
role models and other children and youth
with similar interests. We now offer a
mentoring program, school visits as well
as receiving the Miss Maine Scholarship
Pageant newsletter Crown Connections,
and updates on the many Miss Maine
activities.

Miss Maine’s Pine Tree
Princesses attend the Pre-pageant Clinic
and Springtime Gala on April 25, 2009 at
the Hilton Garden Inn in Freeport where she will meet contestants, titleholders and
volunteers. At the Pre-pageant Clinic, Pine Tree Princesses will have their photo taken
for the annual Pageant Program Book and have a tea party with Miss Maine. She will
also work with our pageant choreographer on the production number to be performed
together on stage at the annual Miss Maine Pageant on June 20, 2009 in Brunswick and
receive a ticket to the pageant for themselves and a parent. Princesses also receive a
tiara of their very own! And there is so much more all year long!

Enroll now and save!

Registration is taking place now, and participation begins as soon as the
organization receives your non-refundable entry fee. If you register before December
31, 2008, for the 2009 pageant, you’ll pay the current $50 fee ($35 for each additional
sibling). On January 1, 2009, the fee will change to $85 ($50 for each additional
sibling) our first increase since the program began in 2000!

Registration is valid for one full year. If you are already registered as a PTP in
2008 but want to take advantage of this offer, your registration will be extended for one
year beyond your expiration date. So join now and save!

For additional information or to enroll, please contact Deb Landry at (207) 838-
2146 or at deb@brysontaylor.com.

Read Pine Tree Princess and
National Princess CoCo Clemens’
blog then watch her video on her
national princess experience. Just
go to www.maoteen.org and click
on the princess program icon.



Adrienne’s Busy Schedule Continues

Since the last Crown Connections, so much has happened! (I know, I say that every time, but
really!) In September, I went to Los Angeles where I was part of the filming of this year’s “Countdown to
the Crown” reality show airing on TLC. This show will air the four weeks leading up to the January 24th
Miss America Pageant finals. I can honestly say that this was one of the coolest experiences I have ever
had in my life! If the show is even half as great as the experience, than this is one that you just won’t want
to miss.

While I was in LA, I also was on the Ellen Degeneres show and got a tour of the Warner Brothers’
lot. I saw where different shows and movies were filmed (including the very spot where the famous upside
down kiss in “Spiderman” was filmed)! The contestants also toured the Children’s Miracle Network
hospital in LA and spent the day visiting with patients and families as well as taking pictures and giving out
autographs. We also showed our support for Children’s Miracle Network through our trip to IHOP, a
CMN national sponsor, and took part in the pancake-flipping contest! It truly was an amazing trip.

From there, I came home and prepared for my fundraiser, which was held at the Topsham Fair Mall.
Miss Maine 2003 Elizabeth Edgecomb Burcua as well as this year’s Mrs. Maine, Jamie Cannon, showed
support by taking part in our very own fashion show (hosted by Robert Towle, of course)! It was tons of
fun, and I was overwhelmed by the amount of support that night. Thank you all!

Up next is something I am very excited to share with everyone, my very own recital at the Bowdoin
College Studzinsky Hall where I will perform works by Beethoven and Tchaikovsky. The free concert
takes place on November 15, 2008, at 7pm. Come one, come all!

In these next short few months, I will be preparing for the most important event in my life up until
this moment. The Miss America Pageant is not far away, and I feel anticipation and excitement each time I
think about being on that Las Vegas stage. I cannot wait to get going! In the meantime, I am playing a few
more scales, doing more crunches and answering more questions at mock interviews to be the best I can be
before competing. Thank you for all your positive thoughts and well wishes!

Brittany Dunbar of Corea, Maine (left) and Valerie
Cressey of Woolwich (right) celebrate their preliminary
wins in September and October respectfully. Brittany
played the guitar and sang an original piece. Valerie
also performed a song. They will compete in the finals
for a chance to win $500 on April 25, 2009, at the
Hilton Garden Inn in Freeport.

For more information about participation and your chance to win $500, contact
Robert Towle at 319-6842 or email afindlen@maine.rr.com. Participants must
signup prior to the date of the preliminary. Males, females, and groups are
encouraged to participate. This is just the opportunity you have been
waiting for!



Interview for Success

Reach your peak performance by enhancing communication
skills and presentation techniques!

Speak with confidence
Leave a lasting impression
Step outside your comfort zone
Accelerate your interview

Packages Available
Contact Ms_beals@hotmail.com

Want to Be a Contestant in the

2009 Pageant?

It is never too early to sign up! For more information
on becoming a contestant in the 2009 Miss Maine
Pageant or to learn how to signup in your area,
contact Rebecca Witham, Director of Contestant
Preparation and Development at (207) 590-9706 or
by emailing her at beck41@verizon.net.

Girls ages 13-17 who want to participate in the 2009
Miss Maine’s Outstanding Teen Pageant should
contact Deb Landry at (207) 284-6316 or email her at
deb@brysontaylor.com.

Don’t wait until everything is just right. It will
never be perfect. There will always be challenges,
obstacles and less than perfect conditions. So
what. Get started now. With each step you take,
you will grow stronger and stronger, more and
more skilled, more and more self-confident and
more and more successful.

Mark Victor Hansen

Interesting Statistics

The contestants vying for the title of Miss Maine 2008
raised over $5000 for the Children’s Miracle
Network, the national platform for the Miss America
Pageant. They also raised over $7800 and
volunteered over 2000 hours for various other non-
profit organizations based on their personal platforms.
Kudos to our contestants who so kindly gave of
themselves for the benefit of their communities and
the State of Maine.

Shannon’s Update

My senior year of high school is in full swing, and I can see it is going to be a busy year! Although the
days sometimes blur together in a constant stream of homework and standardized tests, I have had an
opportunity to do some rewarding and fun things since my return from Florida.

I made an appearance at the Book Release Party for Deb Landry’s latest children’s book, Yankee Go
Home. In September I narrated the CD version of the book, which tells a story from the perspective of
Yankee, the author’s inquisitive poodle. Although it was fun to greet the children who attended the party, I
have to admit I was sometimes upstaged by Yankee himself!

In September the Outstanding Teens were given an exciting opportunity to audition for the lead role in
Dolphin Entertainment’s upcoming movie, Soul Surfer: The Bethany Hamilton Story. Dolphin Entertainment
was the talent sponsor at Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant. The auditions were by videotape. We
had to film two scenes from the movie, as well as submit headshots and resumes. I have sent in my audition
package, and it will be exciting if it leads to any acting opportunities. On a smaller scale, I will be playing the
role of Mrs. Walker in the comedy Once in a Lifetime at Thornton Academy in a few weeks, as well as
auditioning for our spring musical Footloose. I know that all those choreography practices at the national
pageant will come in handy in preparing for that audition!

An event that was especially meaningful for me was a variety show called “Jammin’ for JP.” I was an
MC and performer at this event, which raised $2550 for J. P. Vandoloski, a young man battling a rare form of
cancer. His mother was my grammar school music teacher and an influential figure in my life. Although I
was saddened to hear about J. P.’s illness, I was happy to help the family in any way I could.

Last, but certainly not least, I paid a visit to the patients at the Barbara Bush Children’s Hospital in
recognition of the Children’s Miracle Network’s “Make a Difference Day.” I visited some of the children in
their rooms and created some Halloween artwork with them in their bright and sunny playroom. The staff was
wonderful. I enjoyed the day and hope to visit again in the near future.



Calendar of Events
Mark these dates on Your Calendar!

Saturday, November 29, 2008
Maine’s Got Talent Preliminary

Taste of Maine Restaurant, Rt. 1, Woolwich 7 PM

Saturday, November 29, 2008
Maine’s Got Talent Preliminary

Loring Job Corps Center, Limestone 7 PM

Saturday, December 20, 2008
Maine’s Got Talent Preliminary

Taste of Maine Restaurant, Rt. 1, Woolwich 7 PM

January
Miss America: Countdown to the Crown

will be aired on each Friday in January on TLC.
Check local listings.

Saturday, January 24, 2009
Miss America Pageant finals, aired on TLC. 8 PM

Saturday, April 25, 2009
Springtime Gala andMaine’s Got Talent Finals at

Hilton Garden Inn, Freeport

Monday, June 15, 2009
Pageant Week begins

Saturday, June 20, 2009
Miss Maine and Miss Maine’s Outstanding Teen
Pageant Finals, Crooker Theater, Brunswick

News Corner

! " Miss Teen Maine 2007, Hannah Rowell, sang
“God Bless America” during the seventh inning
stretch of Maine Day at Fenway Park.

! " 2008 Miss Maine’s Outstanding Teen, Shannon
Folsom, was crowned homecoming Queen at
Thornton Academy.

! " Brenda Libby has joined the Miss Maine Board
of Directors as Miss Maine’s Business Manager.
Many of you will remember Brenda as she
directed the Miss Maine Day program for many
years. She is also sister ofMiss Maine 1995,
Sharon Pelletier Ayer. We are thrilled she has
returned to Maine and joined the Board of
Directors.

Volunteers Needed

Want to be part of the Miss Maine Family but have
limited time to spare? We have jobs of all shapes
and sizes. To find a job that fits, contact Audrey
Findlen at afindlen@maine.rr.com. You’ll be
amazed as the difference you can make with just a
few hours a year! No pay, high returns!!!

Procrastination is a way for us to be satisfied with
second-rate results; we can always tell ourselves
we’d have done a better job if only we’d had more
time… If you’re good at rationalizing, you can
keep yourself feeling rather satisfied this way, but
it’s a cheap happy. You’re whittling your
expectations of yourself down lower and lower.

Richard O’Connor, PhD

Show Adrienne Your Support

Can’t be in Las Vegas
but want Adrienne to
know you are thinking
of her? Support
Adrienne from afar with
your note, card or token
of encouragement.
Show her that Maine is
behind her! We suggest
sending it early in the
week so that Adrienne
can enjoy it during her stay. Please note that flowers
cannot be accepted.
Be sure to send your best wishes and words of support
and encouragement beginning January 15 to

Adrienne Watkinson, Miss Maine 2008
Planet Hollywood Resort and Casino

3667 S. Las Vegas Blvd.
Las Vegas, NV 89109

2009Miss America Competition

Magazine

Be sure to get your keepsake souvenir competition
magazine for this year’s Miss America Pageant. It
is a great way to follow the action and support our
scholarship program. To get your magazine in time
for the holidays, contact Audrey Findlen at
afindlen@maine.rr.com or go to
http://magazine.missamerica.org. Be sure to
indicate “Maine” on the form and the state
organization earns $3 for each book purchased!


